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much the beft of all his Works, after 
fome very curious Obfervutions upon 
Laughter, concludes thus : * The Vaffion of Laugh- 
‘ter is. nothing elfe but fudden Glory arifing from 
4\fome fudden Conception of fome Eminency in our 
“felvesy by Comparifon with the Infirmity of others, 


R. Hobbs, in his Difcourfe of Human Na- 
M ture, which, in my humble Opinion, is 


_ ‘(oe with our own formerly : For Men laugh atthe 


‘ Follies of themfelves pat, when they come fud- 
‘denly to Remembrance,’ except they bring with 
‘ themany prefent Difhonour. 


{ According to this Author therefore, when we 
beara Man laugh exceffively, inftead of faying he is 
Merry, we ought to tell him he is very Proud. 


_ very 
And indeed, if we look into the bottom of this Mat- 


ter, we fhall meet with many Obfervations to con- 
firm us in his Opinion. Every one laughs at fome 
Body that is in an inferior State of Folly to himfelf. 
It was formerly the Cuftom for every great Houfe 
in England to keep a tame Fool drefs’d in Petti- 
coats, that che Heir of the Family might. have an 
opportunity of joking upon him, and divert himfelf 
with his Abfurdities. For the fame Reafon Ideots 


are ftilin cequeft in moft of the Courts of Germany, 


where there is not a Prince of any great Magni- 
ficence who has not two or three drefs’d, diftin- 
guith'd, undifputed Fools in his Retinue, whom the 
ret of the Courtiers are always breaking their Jefts 


upon. 


The Dutch, who are more famous for their In- 
duftry and Application, than for Wit and Humour, 
fang ‘up in feveral of their Streets what they 
call the Sign of the Gaper, that is, the Head of an 


‘Heot drefs’d in a Capand Bells, and gaping in a moft 


immoderate manner: This is aftanding Jett at Am- 
s 


Thus every one diverts himfelf with fome Perfon 
or other that is below him in Point of Underftand- 
igg, and triumphs in the Superiority of his Genius, 
whilft he has uch Obje&ts of Derifion before his 
Eyas. Mr, Dennis has very well expreffed this in a 


~ Couple of humorous Lines, which are part of a 


Tsanflation of a Satire in Monfieur Boslean. 


. 
Thus one Fool loils bis Tongue out at another, 
And fhakes bis empty Nuddle at bis Brother. 


Mr. Hobbs’s Refle&fion gives us the Reafun why 
the a People above-mention’d are Stirrers 
up of Laughter among Men of a grefs Tafte: But 
as the more Underftanding Part of Mankind do not 
find their Rifibility affedted by fuch o:dinary Obje@s, 
it may be worth the while to exam ne into the fe- 
veral Provocatives of Laughter in Man of fuperior 
Senfe and Knowledge. 


In the firft Place] muft obferve, that thereis a Set 
of merry Drolls, whom the common People of all 
Countries admire, and feem to love fo well, that they 
could eat them, according to the old Proverb: 1 mean 
thofe circumforaneous Wits whom every Nation calls 
by the Name of that Dith of Meat which it loves beft. 
In Holland they are termed Pickled Herrings; in 
France, Fean Pottages’, in Italy, Maccaroxies; 
in Great Britain, Fack Puddings, Thefe merry 
Wags, from whatfoever Food they receive their Ti- 
tles, that they may meke their Audiences laugh, al- 
ways appear inaFool’s Coat, and commit fuch Blun- 
ders and Miftakes in every Step they take, andevery 
Word they utter, as thofe who lilten to them would 
be athamed of. ‘ 


But this little Triumph of the Underftanding, 
under the Difguife of Laughter, is no where 
more vifible than in that Cuftom which prevails 
every where among us on the Firft Day of the 
prefent Month, when every Body takes it in his 
Head to make as many Foolsas be can. Inpropor- 
tion as there are more Follies‘difcover’d, fo there is 
more duaughter raifed on this Day than on any other 
inthe whole Year. A Neighbour of mine, wiv is a 
Haberdafher by Trade, and a very thallow couceit- 
ed Fellow, makes his Boafts that for @tefe Ten 
Years fucceffively he has not made lefs than an Hun- 
dred April Fools. My Landlady had a falling out 
with him about a Fortnight ago, for fending every one 
of her Children upon tome Sveevelefs Errand, as the 
terms it. Her eldeftSon wentto buy an Halfpenny 
worth of Inkle at a Shoemakers; the eldeft Daugh- 
ter. was difpatch’d half a Mile to fee a Montter; 
and, in fhort, the whole Family of innocent Chil- 
dren made April Fools. Nay, my Landlady her felf 
did not efcape him. Tits empty Fellow has laugh- 
ed upon thefe Conccits ever fince. 


This Art of Wit is well enough, when confined 
to one Day in a Twelve-month; But there is an 
ingenious 


. 











ingepions Tribe of Men fprutig up of tare Years, 
who ate for making April Fools every Day in the 
Year. Thefe Gentlemen are commonly diftinguith- 
ed by the name of Biters; a Race of Men that are 
perpetually employ’d jn laughing at shofe Miftakes 
which are ef their own Produétion. - 


Thus we fee, im proportion as one Man és more 
tefjned than another, he chufes his Foo! out of a 
lower or higher Clafs of Mankind; or, to {peak in 
a more Philofophical Language, that fecret Elation 
and Pridéof Heart which is generally catl’d Laugh- 
ter, arifes in him from his comparing himfelf with 
an Obje& below him, whether it fo happens that it 
be a Natural or an Artificial Fool. It-is indeed 
very poflible that the Perfons we laugh’ at: may in 
the main of their Chara&ters be much wifer Men 
than our felves, but if they would have us laugh at 
them, they muft fall hort of us in thofe Refpeés 
which ftir up this Paffion. , 


I am afraid I fhall appear too AbftraGted in my Spe- 
culations, it | fhow tiiat when a Man of Wit makes 
us laugh, it is by betraying fome Oddnefs or Infir- 
mity in his own Charaéter, or in the Reprefentation 
which he makes of others ; anu that when we laugh 
at a Brute oreven an Inanimate thing, it is at fome 
A@tion or Incident that bears a remote Analogy to 
any Blunder or Abfurdity in reafonable Creatures, 


But to come into common Life, I thall pafs by 
the Confideration of thofe Stage Coxcombs that are 
able te hake a whole Audience, and take Notice 
of a particular fort of Men who are fuch Provokers 
of Mirth in Converfation, that it is impoffible for a 
Club or'Merry-meeting to fubfift without them; I 
mean, thofe honeft Gentlemen that are always ex- 
pofed to the Wit and Raillery of their Well-withers 
and Companions; that are pelted by Men, Women 
‘and Children,- Friends and Foes, and, in a word, 
ftand as Busgsin Converfation, for every one to fhoot 
at that pleafes. Iknow feveral of thefe Burts, who 

-gte Men of Wit and Senfe, though by fome odd turn 
~Of Humour, ‘fome unlucky Caft in ‘their Perfon or 
Behaviour, they have always the Misfortuneto make 
pei merry. The Truth of it is,a° Man is 
not qualified for a Batt, who has not a good deal 
of Wit and Vivacity, even in the ridiculous fide of 
his CharaGter. -A ftupid Batt is only fit for the Con- 
verfation of ordinary People: Men of Wit require 
one that will give them Play, and beftir himfelf in 
the abfurd part of his Behaviour. A Batt with thefe 
Aecomplithments, frequently gets the Laugh of his 
fide, and turns the Ridicule upon him that attacks 
him. Sir ‘fobn Falftaff was an Hero of this Species, 
and gives a good Defcription of himfelf in his 
city of a Butt, after the followimg manner ; 

Men of all Sorts (fas that merry Knight) take « 
pride to gird at me. The Brain of Mam ixuot able 
to invent any thing that tends to Laughter'more than 
I invent, or is invented on me. I am not only Winey 

: im my pe, but the Canfe that Wit is in other Men, 


Compleat Setts of this Paper, for the Month of 
March, are to be fold by Mr. Graves in St. James's 
Street; Mr. Lewis ‘under Tom's Coffee-Houfe, 
Covent-Garden; Mr. Lillie, Perfumer, the Corner of 
oes s; Mr. —- the Temple Gate, 
Nr. Knapton in St. Paul's Church-Yard, Mr. Round 
4 Exchange Ally, and Ufrs. Baldwin in Warwick- 

ane. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


__ For thie Benefit of Mr. Booth. 
' At the Defire of feveral Ladies of Quality: 
. By her Majefty’s Company of Comedians 


T the Theatre Roy: in Drury-Lane this prefenr 
A day, wili be prefented the Tragedy of othelle, poytee, 
Venice, The pare ot O:tello robe periorm’d by Mr. Booth, Cas 
Mr. Powel, Jago by Mr. Cib>er, brabantio Mr. Keene, Roderj 
Mr. Bewen, Defdemons by Mre. Bredhhaw, Emilia by Mrs, Gmaiet 
And all the other Parcs’co the beft Auvantage. : 


_ For the Benefit’ of Signiora Lody, this Day th 
24th of April, at Humes daaciag School in Frith Street Soho, will 
a Confort.of Vocal and Inftrumental Mufick; a new Cantata with 
Soloon the Harpficord perform’d by Mr. Babell Junior, with yap. 
of Concortos, and other Pieces Compofed and perferm'd by Mr. sane 
and o:her of che beft Mafters, beginning at 7 2 Clock. Tickers pa 
be had at the Smyrna Coffee-houle, and at the doors at 5 5. exch, 


The Silk Gown Shop at Mrs. Attaway’s, in Deve 
reux Court in che Paflage from the Temple to Effex Buiidings, hay; 
now fold off a great Quait'ty of Gowns, hath now a fre and f 
greater parcel than at firft, of rich Brocaded Silks, Venetian 
Tabbies, and Thread Satins lined with Thread Sa:ins, and all Other 
fuicable and agreeable wo » forhat any Gentleman that wants 
be furn thed with Gowns of any Size or Price, at a much cheaper Rag 
than atany other Shop, the Price being fe: oneack Gown 


_. loa few Days will be Pubbth'd 

_ The Life and A@s of Mathew Parker, the. Firth Arch. 
bithop of Canterbury in the Reign ef Queen Eliaavech. Under whol 
Primacy and Influence the Reformation of Religion was happily 
ds amd the Church of England Reftored, abd Eftablithed up, 

the Principles whereom it flands to this Day. Wherein zre related 
she faid Archbithop’s AGions in Ecclefiaftical Comm: iffions and Synods : 
His Vifiations of the Diocefes,’ Colleges and @lofpicals wizhin ty 
Province, with his Injun@ions and Regulations: Charaéters and iAp 
counts of the Bifbops by him Casfecrated: His Endesvours for Une 
formity: His Diligence in Retrieving, and Publithing many 
and other Ancient Hifforieal MSS. et this Nation: His 
a more corre Tranflution of the Holy Bible: His Government 
bit own Diocefe of > His fober Thoughts, Counfela anf 
Cares fer Religion and this Church: Andi many Particulars of ‘the 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of Times, hitherto own, oF. aety 
Obfcure, are difcovered and brought to Lisht. Compiled Faithfully om 

. OF Records, Regifters, Stace-Papers, Orders of Cyuncil, Ausbette 
Letters, and fundry other Original MS. In Four Books, To'whid 
is, added, Ao Appendix, containing various Tranfcripts of Records, 
Letters, mus, Ordinances, i Difcourfes, Reistion, 
Jnelli M Papers, above an Hundred in Num 
ber; for the Afferting or Uluftrating the foregoing Biftory, cert 
Ente 


Mattheus, fo aathur fap RA 
#, fo m fo. wanted in the Editions of the tk 
tif 1eOoLy » M, A. Printed 
atthe Rofe in St, Paul’s Canad mois... 
_ The Retir’d Gardner. Vol. I. Being a Tranily 
pon of Le Jerdinier Solitaire, or, Dialogues hewweeu @ Gentleman and 
a Gard’ner: Containing the Methods of Making, ordering 2nd Im 
— Fruit and Kitchin-Garden with many new Experimems, 
trom fovnnd Eden Printed qt Paris; cogether with che Manner 
of planting and Cultivating Flowers, Planu, Shrubt, and Unde 
for the i of Gardcns, &e. Il, Cote 
taining the Manner of planti 
and Under- 


Cultivating ali fortis of Rlewel 
and | for the Adorni 
Ia which ii lain’d, st Aneel Making and Diptes 
of Parterres, Arbours rof » Wood-Works, Arches, Columns, 
and other Pieces and Compartments ufually found in the moft Ber 
tifal Gardens of Country-sea, The whole enrich’d with Vai 
of being a Tranflaiion from the Sieur Louis Liger. To the 
Volume is added, a eee and Plan of Coung Tallard’s Garden 
a Nortingham, The Revis’d, with feveral Alceraticns and 
Additions, which render it proper for oo Bagi Culture, By 
Geesge Londen, and Henry Wife. Printed for Jaco» Tonfe, 
at Gaakelpear’s Head over agtin{t Catherine-Street in the S:rand. 


Juk Publithed,and Printed very Corre@ly, with a nest 
zever Letter, in 12mo. for the Pocket, 
Paradife Loft, a Poem in twelve Books, written by 
ie Milton, The Ninth Edition, adorn’d with Sculptures, Printed 


M 
op ag he at Shakefpear’s Head over-againft Catherine: Street 


i 


The Grecian Hiftory Vol. I. Containing the {pace 
of 1684. Years. By Temple Stanyan, adorn’d with Cuts, Prineed 
for | card Tonfen at Shake(pear’s Head over-againft Cacherine feet 





LONDON: Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Litt! Britains and 
- Sold by 4.. Baldwin in Warwick. Lane; where Advertifements are taken in; 


‘as affo by Charles Litle, Perfumer, 
the Strand. 


at the Corner of Beauford. Buildings : 



















